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5-19-83 Dr. Wilhite 

This 8-year old girl was brought in by her mother. The mother stated that she and 
the children were shot by a man who flagged them down on the road. One sister was 
dead on arrival and one brother was-shot but alive on arrival. Dr. David Miller 
saw her initially and on arri~al she had a few agonal respirations but no blood 
pressure. The left chest wounds were present and she had decreased breath sounds 
on the·left side. On arrival initially she had ac~ive pupils but this changed 
during· the first several minutes to fixed and dilated. When I arrived and when 
I first saw her, she pad no blood pressure, her pupils were fixed and dilated and 
she was being ventilated by the respiratory therapist. A chest x-ray which had 
been obtained . had:. sho~-- a massive hemothorax on the left and a + - pneumothorax 
on the right. Very rapidly I inserted a chest tube in the left and recovered 
approximately 300 cc of blood and then inserted very rapidly one on the right with 
recovery of not much of anything other than a small amount of blood and very little 
if any air. A CVP line was rapidly inserted a~d hit the first try without any 
difficulty. 0- blood was rapidly infused. A follow~up chest x-ray showed 
persistent hemothorax on the left but good expansion on the right and good 
CVP line placement. A second chest tube was inserted into the left in order 
to facilitate evacuation but she continued to bleed at an alarming rate from the tube . 

Her first arterial gas at about 2300 showed a pH of 7.17, pC02 of 49 and a p02 of 
18. With the rapidly infusing blood, her systolic rose to approximately 60 and 
her pupils became reactive. She was then taken to the operating room for exploratory 
thoracotomy. 

PHYSICAL EX10!INATION: Quick examination revealed the following. 

HEENT: 
CHEST: 

ABDOi'IBN: 
GENITALIA & PELVIS: 
EXTREMITIES: 

No injuries. 
Has two bullet wounds. One is a small size, approximately 
that of a 22 caliber weapon which entered near the left 
nipple and appeared to .have an exit site just medial to the 
scapula. A second wound just approximately 2-3 cm. medial 
to the first described wound as an entrance site approximately 
1 cm. in diameter. 
No obvious injuries. 
No obvious injuries. 
On her left hand she has a sfuall entrance site which I 
suspect is the second bullet that went through the hand 
initially and out the hand near the base of the thumb and 
then into the chest. 

l~WRESSION: Gunshot wounds to the left thorax with massive bleeding, hypotension 
and metabolic acidosis . 
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